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“The Principle of Sovereignty in Public International Law in Light of
Contemporary International Changes”

Researcher:
Hussein Sahi Jabr

Abstract:

This research examines the principle of sovereignty in public international law in light of contemporary international changes,
considering it one of the fundamental principles upon which the modern international system is based, as it aims to analyze
the conceptual framework of the principle of sovereignty and clarify its historical development since the emergence of the
modern state up to the present time, while explaining its legal characteristics and its internal and external manifestations; the
research also addresses the legal basis of the principle of sovereignty in the United Nations Charter and various international
treaties, and reviews the position of international judiciary, particularly the International Court of Justice, regarding respect
for state sovereignty and the principle of non-intervention in internal affairs, and in this context the research highlights the
most important contemporary international changes that have affected the exercise of state sovereignty, foremost among
them economic, political, and cultural globalization and the resulting relative restriction on the freedom of states in making
sovereign decisions, in addition to rapid technological developments, especially in the field of digital space and cyber
security, and the new challenges they have created that go beyond the traditional concept of territorial borders, as well as the
growing role played by international and regional organizations in regulating international relations and reshaping the
concept of sovereignty within a collective and cooperative framework; the research further discusses modern legal and
jurisprudential trends that address sovereignty between absoluteness and restriction, highlighting the transformation from the
concept of absolute sovereignty to the concept of limited or responsible sovereignty, which is based on reconciling respect
for state independence and its right to manage its internal and external affairs on the one hand, and its international obligations
in the field of human rights protection and the maintenance of international peace and security on the other hand, and the
research concludes that the principle of sovereignty has not lost its position in public international law, but rather has
undergone a qualitative development imposed by contemporary international transformations, becoming a flexible and
adaptable concept that meets the requirements of international cooperation and shared responsibility, thereby ensuring a
balance between state sovereignty and the protection of universal humanitarian values within a more just and stable
international system.

Keywords: Sovereignty, Public International Law, Contemporary International Changes, Globalization, United Nations
Charter, Non-Intervention, International Judiciary, International Organizations, Human Rights, Cyber Security.
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